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as well as other types of suitable plants, and by controlling
the grazing of animals it has been possible to reclaim large
desert areas.
Nevertheless, there are still large areas of unproductive and
lifeless desert, such as the Kara Kum and Kizil Kum, where
the dry, burning wind of summer lifts thick clouds of sandy
dust, which obscure the sun and make travel unpleasant and
difficult. Irrigation has made possible the reclamation of
certain areas where it has been possible to obtain water from,
rivers or wells.
Clay Deserts
The Ust-Urt Plateau, Bet-Pak-Dala, and the land to the
west of Lake Balkhash consist of flat, barren clay plains, a sea
of dirty grey colour, with only the most meagre vegetation
cover, as monotonous as the grey clays which separate the
patches of wormwood of which it is largely composed. The
grey soils are fertile if they are irrigated, and to-day some
areas yield crops of cotton, grapes, and other fruits,
Lake-shores and River Deltas
The importance of water in the desert is well illustrated
by the remarkable fertility of those parts which are situated
near to lakes or around the delta of a river. The vegetation
around the Amu Darya delta, on the Aral Sea, has the special
name of "Tugai.33 This signifies the woods of poplar-trees,
tamarisk, etc., which grow over the land where floods occur.
Over the land between the streams of the delta, and on the
sandy shores of lakes and rivers, there is often an immense
growth of rushes, over 12 feet in height. These thickets are
the haunts of tigers, leopards, wild bear, and deer, as well as
pheasants and other birds.
SPECIAL TYPES OF VEGETATION IN MOUNTAINOUS
REGIONS
In the southern and far eastern parts of the Soviet Union
there are small but extremely interesting regions where forests